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Welcome back to thoughts of Lacrosse!
The Planning team has some exciting plans for the year.  This will give you a heads up on those activities. And catch up on last year’s activities.
	Executive
	President                            Sue Demers
Past President                    Wes Price
Treasurer                              Tara Taylor
Registrar                              
Head Coach                            Lee Brown

Promotions/ Events                 Sonia Burke-Smith
Secretary                               Vicky Gillingham
Equipment Manager

Webmaster                           Debbie McGlenen

Directors/ Division Coordinators  Jody Sabine, Jody Seymour, Todd Dean

Junior Manager

Please note that there are a couple of vacancies and a couple of positions where the incumbents have been serving an extended term.  This is not an ideal situation for a growing association as we need new ideas and new energy to continue to grow.  In addition, our webmaster is no longer living in Fort McMurray. 
Please consider assisting in some capacity and to add your voice to making lacrosse strong in Fort Mac.  In preparation for he season, we currently meet every second Wednesday (next meeting is Feb 15 – 6:45 pm at the Library)


	Volunteers
	Thanks to everyone who volunteered this past year. Whether it was assisting with planning, coaching, registration, pictures, equipment distribution, time/scorekeeping assistance, year end, tournaments or our fundraising activities, every bit is necessary and much appreciated.

	Sponsors
	Thanks also to our Sponsors – without them our fees would be significantly higher and we would need to additional fundraising for travel.  Please consider the when looking for services in Fort McMurray.

FT Services, DCS, Kydan Homes, Nyati Professional Corp, TBG, Northstar Ford, Bev Boman Real Estate, Syncrude Canada, Suncor Energy, Shell Albion,  Home Hardware



	Season Start
	We are planning for a season start of April 17.  Nights are Tuesday and Thursday at Suncor Community Leisure Centre.  
Juniors will be playing home games on the arena surface this year.   We welcome back all previous players and graduating midgets.  If you know of someone who has recently moved to town and is interested in playing or coaching at this level, please have them contact FMMLA@hotmail.com


	School Visits
	Jesse Fehr, who is with Alberta Lacrosse Association Development, is making plans to come to Fort McMurray schools February 13 – 15.  This will be a great opportunity to expose new players to the game.  Hopefully we can increase our numbers to provide more competition within Fort McMurray
Jesse will also be available on Feb 14 for a free drop-in clinic for young players from 5 – 7 pm.  Suncor Community Leisure Centre has sponsored the floor time for this.  Jesse will also be available during the regular drop-in from 8:30 – 10:00 pm.

	
	

	Competition
	Lee Brown attended both the ALA and RMLL AGMs in the fall.  During that time he was able to network with other coaches and from across the province.   We will be contacting them to schedule games for our minor teams in conjunction with the Juniors travel or when their junior teams come to Fort McMurray.   This should provide additional experience throughout the year.
Lee is looking ahead to next year to prepare a minor team to take to the Provincials.  


	Tournaments
	Todd Dean is our tournament coordinator and will be on top of insuring we get our teams into the Wainwright Tournament and at least 1 other later in the year.  
Tournaments fill up quick as we experienced last year so we will be confirming participation at time of registration.



	Coaching Clinic
	In the past few years we have relied on a small number of coaches to work with the players.   This makes it difficult to give them, especially the young player, the attention they need and deserve.  We need to get more parents involved with helping to coach this year.  Don’t worry if you never played – Lee will be holding a coaching clinic in the spring.  The weekend being considered is April 20.  Clinic could be Friday night/  Saturday or Saturday/ Sunday. I am polling to find the best times.  Other weekend options are the weekend of March 24 or March 31.  We need to have enough support to ensure there is coaching coverage if someone can’t make every night. If you are interested and able to help, please advise fmmla@hotmail.com of your availability for the clinic.
We will also need players during the selected weekend to provide subjects to coaches.  Suggested age level is Peewee, but will consider others.  Please advise if you player is interested in this activity.



	Referees
	A separate notice has just been sent out from Marc Andre Fillion who is Ref-in-Chief for Northern Alberta.  If you or someone you know is interested in getting involved you can contact him directly at Filion@ualberta.ca


	Registration
	Work is underway to include credit card payment with your on-line registration this year. Stay tuned!  This will make the process easy to manage for both the parents and the registrar!



	Fundraising
	We had a successful weekend with the Home Hardware Fundraising BBQ.  We brought in $1100 from donations on the September long weekend.
We also worked a casino on December 1, 2.  We haven’t received funds yet, but typically net $50k from this activity. 

With these additional funds, we will be purchasing new 3’x3’ regulation nets and new goalie equipment for the minor teams.  We will also have additional bussing costs this year if the minor teams travel out of town.



	Lacrosse Exposure
	Remember to consider Edmonton Rush – NLL Lacrosse if you happen to be in Edmonton during a weekend they are playing.  It is a great experience to expose the players to that level of the game and fun to watch.


Please contact fmmla@hotmail.com if you have questions or concerns or are interested in helping now to make this a successful year.  
And remember to watch the website http://fmmla.ca for upcoming information.
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